
 

Aristides Francis Church 

 

 Aristides “Tide” Church was born in Penfield on December 12, 1846, to William and Emeline 

Church. His brother, Pharcellus William, was born on January 4, 1845. Tide also had a younger 

sister, Emeline Amelia, “Lina”, born January 30, 1849. The family had a fourth child, a 

daughter, Clementine Selina, born January 28, 1853. She died in March of that same year. The 

Church family lived on Penfield Road, west of St. Joseph’s Cemetery.  

 

Tide wrote daily in diaries, using them both to record events in his life, and as account books.  

He left a wealth of information about the Four Corners area, about the residents, businesses, and 

events. The LHR has most of his diaries, 1864-1933. Unfortunately, a couple of years are 

missing, that could provide us with information on two major fires in the Four Corners area. In 

1876 and 1899 fire swept through the buildings in the SE quadrant of the Four Corners. These 

are two of the missing years.  

 

As is the case in many early diaries, Tide recorded facts and figures, without much emotion. 

Important and less important events were recorded equally. At the beginning of each entry he 

records the weather. He wrote of his day-to-day life, including important events and the 

mundane as well.  

 

The diaries have been copied and indexed and are available for study in the Penfield Local 

History Room. 

 

Tide was a painter by trade. He worked on and in many Penfield buildings, including the old 

town hall on south Five Mile Line Road, which later became the town library. 

 

Tide was involved in church life, town politics, and social gatherings. It is interesting to note, he 

often attended one church service in the morning and another at church at night. His writings 

mention various groups that he was a part of, often holding the role of an officer, usually 

secretary.  

 

One such group was the Dramatic Club of Penfield. This group performed at least two plays in 

the town.  

 

Tide’s older brother, Pharcellus, enlisted in Co. A of the 108th NY Infantry in June of 1862. He 

trained and drilled with the unit and participated in the Battle of Antietam. He became ill 

shortly after and died on Dec. 10, 1862. His body was returned to Penfield, where he was buried 

on his 18th birthday. Tide didn’t enlist and wasn’t drafted into the war, probably because he was 

the only remaining son. In 1896 he created a record of the Penfield soldiers, contacting them or 



their families to do a short write-up about them. This work provides invaluable information for 

researchers about the Penfield soldiers. Later, in 1919, he was named as the first historian of 

Penfield. In that capacity he created a similar record of the WWI soldiers. 

 

Tide wrote his reminiscences of growing up in Penfield, at least two times. He remembered his 

youth and events and was included in a booklet put together by the Penfield High school civics 

class in 1935.  

“The Livingston Mill, built in 1836, at the cost of $40,000, and was the finest Flour Mill in western New 

York outside of Rochester, and was run night and day in the busy season. Connected with the mill was a 

sawmill, machine shop, and turning lathe; a perfect hive of industry. But the weevil destroyed the 

wheat raising and the milling business went west. The old mill was closed, the doors and lower windows 

boarded up, and the property got into the courts, and the building left to become the habitat of bats 

and rats and midnight revelers, and finally “spooks. One night there appeared a light in the upper 

windows, flashing, appearing and disappearing. There were stories of someone having been killed there 

accidentally and terrible other spook yarns. So, of course the place was haunted and there seemed to 

be no place where a human being could get in. A crowd rushed over and tore off the boards from the 

windows and found nothing. The excitement was great and kept up for two or three nights until after a 

light show, someone found the tracks of a couple young men, that know the old mill from top to 

bottom, where they went in and out through the mill race that led to the very bottom of the mill, and 

while the crowd was hunting for spooks, they quietly slipped down and out and joined the investigators 

looking for haunts.” 

Religious revival meetings were an important part of town life after 1850. During that time the 

followers of William Miller planted the seeds of the Advent Church in Penfield. William and 

Emeline had been Adventists before relocating to Penfield, so they embraced this movement. 

This group met at various locations and on July 31, 1895 they purchased the brick building that 

had been Daniel Penfield’s store and later served the Methodist congregation 60 years earlier. 

Tide wrote about one experience he had as a young boy, related to his church teachings, when 

the woolen factory belonging to Levi Duncan burned: 

“My parents were Adventists. They were called Millerites at that time and I heard much talk about the 

Final Destruction of the world by fire. Yes, the world was going to burn up sometime, sure. I was too 

young to go to the fire [at one of the mills] but as I looked out of the window and saw that awful blaze, 

reaching apparently to the sky, I thought the Great Day was surely come. Scared? Well, as I look back to 

that night, I believe I was. I remember hearing that the night watchman was asleep and took a narrow 

chance of being burned up.” 

Tide married Altha Maria Manning on June 16, 1870. They became the parents of Edith Lillian 

in November of 1871, Clara Manning, in March of 1873, Alice Bertha, in December of 1874, 

William Francis, in May of 1877, and Charlie Foote, in November of 1880. They also adopted 

the youngest daughter of Tide’s sister, who died shortly after the birth of her daughter. The girl 

was named Lois Emeline, and was born in May of 1885. 

 



Tide’s writings give us an insight into rural late19th and early 20th century Penfield. The events 

that shaped his life were the same events that shaped our town.  

Tide Church died in Penfield and was buried in Oakwood Cemetery on November 17, 1937. 

 

 


